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of the 50-percent limit, he estimates that the law prompted several
billion dollars in gifts that otherwise would not have been made.

Communicating with donors was key, experts say, because the law
was complicated and donors had a limited time in which to act.

Many organizations lost time because they erroneously thought the
law applied only to disaster-related gifts. The measure also did not
receive a lot of press attention.

Many donors took advantage of the law to pay off pledges early. At
Southwest Washington Medical Center Foundation, in Vancouver, two
donors who had each made a $15-million pledge but had no payments
scheduled last year, went ahead and gave $4.5-million in December.
Without those gifts, contributions last year "would have been pretty
flat," says Jean Rahn, the foundation's executive director. "It turned
out to be a much stronger cash year."
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